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Everything that surrounds us becomes angel or
fiend according to the condition of our hearts,
rightly asserts the author of Wisdom and Destiny.
Joan of Arc hears the saints and Macbeth the
witches, and nothing befalls us which is not of the
same nature as ourselves.

The important thing is to become better ac-
quainted with our souls, an acquaintance which
later may aid in their development. There can
be no happiness greater than that of bringing our
life and our thoughts into harmony. When we
lead an existence in conformity with our aptitudes,
with the mysterious inclinations of conscience,
we feel the most intense gratification that is
attainable by the human race.

XI. The ideal sense of delight consists in
spending wittingly our inward treasure. Daily
life vainly bends us to its requirements. Behind
it, independent of it, remains a vast and inaccessi-
ble empire: it is that of our inner life. There we
can live as sovereigns, happy and proud amid our
royal thoughts.

The delights of the inner life are completed by
those of action. The return within ourselves
which does not degenerate into morbid reverie,
develops our energy. The two worlds of thought
and of action thus gain, in their contact, both